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Rural areas and agriculture play a significant role in the
economy around the world. They are the settings for the
life and work of a large part of society, and such areas
produce food, as well as the non-food raw materials used
in many branches of industry and in the energy sectors.
The contemporary picture of agriculture and rural areas
will undergo subsequent changes. The evolutionary nature
of their development is a natural process, caused by the
need to adapt to the changing reality, as well as the
economic and social environment. It is important,
therefore, due to the close connection between agriculture
and natural resources, for this Special Issue to become a
collection
of
scientific
papers
and
valuable
recommendations that will help to design and propose a
model for the sustainable development of rural areas and
agriculture that will guarantee economic development in
equilibrium and harmony with social expectations and the
requirements of the natural environment.
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I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international Open Access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable development. The
journal publishes original research articles, reviews,
conference proceedings (peer-reviewed full articles) and
communications. I am confident you will find the journal
contributes to enhancing understanding of sustainability
and fostering initiatives and applications of sustainabilitybased measures and activities.
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Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High visibility: indexed by the Science Citation Index Expanded and Social Sciences
Citation Index (Web of Science), as well as Scopus and other databases.
Rapid publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision provided to
authors approximately 16.1 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 4.9 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second
half of 2018).
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